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Adjustment of Conversational Participation
among Japanese Hosts during Home Visit
Activities by Japanese Learners:

A Focus on their Management of Topics

Murakami Ritsuko

In so-called “partner language contact situations” (Fan 1994, 2006), one
(or more) of the participants is conscious of using his/her partner’s lan-
guage, which is usually a native language. In this sense, it is obvious that
Japanese families which volunteer to welcome Japanese learners for do-
mestic visits take up not only the role of a “social host” but also a “lan-
guage host” (ibid). This paper aims to analyze how Japanese hosts adjust
their conversation for participation during a home visit performance ac-
tivity by learners (being “language guest”) in the Japanese in Context
course, with a focus on “introduction and expansion of topics” and “se-
lection of topics”. The findings indicate that very often the Japanese
hosts implement various “participation adjustments” in order to sustain
the conversation and [ or to encourage the language guests’ participation.
It is clear that Japanese hosts tended to introduce topics by asking ques-
tions, with further adjustments either by expanding or changing the topic
according to the guest students’ language ability and reaction. Japanese
hosts also tried to distribute topics equally and to give each guest student
equal opportunity to speak in the conversation. As also been widely re-
ported in previous studies, common topics and topics which are likely to
appear in contact situations were selected.
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