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Dear Graduates,
Congratulations to you on your graduation!

The degree certificates you hold in your hands today, are proof of your
academic achievements. And I would like to express my sincere admiration
and respect for your efforts. I would also like to extend my congratulations
to your parents who have supported you in various ways.

Recently, there has been a lot of talk about software applications that
utilize artificial intelligence. Ten years ago, a British academic named
Michael Osborne shocked the world when he predicted that 47% of current
jobs would be replaced by artificial intelligence.

Apps such as the popular ChatGPT, which use Al to create ideal sentences
based on vast amounts of big data, has made it possible for Al to replace
what people have created with their intellectual imagination. I feel that we

are finally entering an era in which numerous professions will be replaced
in full scale by Al

The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development or OECD,
has proposed the word "AGENCY" as the ability needed to survive in the
coming age. What i1s the concept of agency? Agency is the ability to reason,
act, and change the future for the better. I myself believe that agency is "the
drive to make oneself and others happy coupled with the power to achieve
it.



I believe that people who think seriously about what they want to do, what
they want to live for, and how they can bring happiness to themselves and
others, will be able to realize a happy life that cannot be replaced by Al.

When someone does what another tells him or her to do, it is called LABOR.
When someone does what another tells him or her to do that they find
interesting, it is called WORK. And when someone — without being told —
does what they absolutely want to do, it is called ACTION. Please aim to be
a person who takes this kind of action.

During the coronavirus pandemic, in spite of all the social restrictions, all
of you continued your studies without letup. You overcame many difficulties

for what you want to do and for your future happiness. This is exactly what
1s meant by that word, AGENCY.

Furthermore, through your language and cultural studies, you came to
understand different cultures and develop a diverse value system that
engenders respect for others. In our increasingly diverse society, those who
are respectful and mindful of others will be required for many situations.

In April, each of you will begin a new life. Please create something that will
move the hearts of others, something that you can be selfless about, and
something that will benefit many people. And at every turning point in your

life, think back to this word "AGENCY.”

Lastly, all of you who studied at Kanda University of International Studies,
are part of our family, even after your graduation. We look forward to seeing
you again at Homecoming Day, Hamakaze Festival, career events and the
like. We hope you will continue to visit our university after your graduation.

With this, I would like to conclude my congratulatory address. Once again,
congratulations on your graduation!
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