The President's Congratulatory Message for the fiscal 2021 Graduation Ceremony

On behalf of the faculty and staff, I would like to express my heartfelt congratulations to all
of you on your graduation today. Furthermore, I would like to congratulate and thank your

family members and others who have encouraged and supported you so far.

You spent much of your university life under the constraints caused by the COVID-19
pandemic. As the president of this university, I am proud of you for not losing sight of your
goals and for completing your achievements to the end, even in the face of such difficult
circumstances. I am sure that this experience will help you for the rest of your life. I would
like to express my heartfelt sympathy to those students, faculty members, and staff who
have actually been infected and hospitalized due to the virus, or who are suffering even now

from the aftereffects.

People all over the world, ordinary citizens as well as famous public figures, have been
mfected. COVID-19 has hit humanity equally all over the Earth. Unlike natural disasters
which are hmited to a specific region, this disease has the potential to affect everyone,
everywhere. This pandemic crisis has brought to our attention issues that we had not

previously noticed or been very conscious of.

In addition to the pandemic, we are now faced with another crisis. The Russian military
mvasion of Ukraine in February reminded us of the realities of a tyrannical state. President
Putin's argument is that Ukraine and Russia were originally one nation and that Ukraine's
separation 1s unacceptable. He has said that the Russian military will use force to liberate
the areas illegally occupied by Ukraine and rescue the abused Russian population.
I categorically reject President Putin's logic and express my strong solidarity with the
Ukrainian people in their resistance and with people all over the world, including Russians,

who are protesting against this invasion.

Human beings are basically egoistic animals, “thinking only of themselves first”. As long as
they are not directly affected and their country is safe, they feel that 1s good enough. But
this global crisis has sounded the alarm against such indifference to others. At this time
we need to realize once more that we are all members of one community composed of
global citizens sharing a common fate, and that various problems common to all humanity
have become apparent. Among these 1ssues I can mention the disparities between rich and

poor countries, differences in the standards of science and technology, differences in crisis



response capabilities, and differences in the quality of health care systems.

COVID-19 and the Ukraine crisis have made us aware of many issues and presented us
with a range of problems to think about. If you are to survive in the future and avoid getting
mvolved 1n wars, it 1s dangerous for you to be indifferent. You need to be mterested in the
future of the earth, society, Fast Asia, the nation, and yourself. It is also dangerous to think

that you already know it all.

Let me reiterate here what I always say at graduations. You should make it a habit to utilize
the critical thinking skills you acquired at KUIS. You need to be in charge of your own life
and try to avold as much as possible being deceived. In order to do so, you should try to
remember the principle on which this umversity was founded: "Languages are the
foundation to lIink the world in peace.” You should continue to improve the
communication skills and the concentration skills that you developed through your foreign

language studies at KUIS. Try to meet and interact with a wide variety of people.

The future 1s something that each one of you creates. Have a creative life! Congratulations

on your graduation!
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