The president's congratulatory message for
the fiscal 2019 graduation ceremony

[ am very proud of all of you, the members of the graduating class of 2020.
As you graduate, | would like to leave you with a message:

Think very carefully about what is true and what is false.

Don’t become slaves to artificial intelligence, namely Al. Rather, be critical
thinkers.

In our modern society, we are overwhelmed by the flood of information. We
judge what is true and what is a lie by struggling to find evidence and logical
reasons to justify our decisions. Currently, the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) has
taught us a great number of important lessons. Various pieces of false news and
rumors spread around the world. We learned that official announcements are not
always true and that some government authorities attempt to hide facts
intentionally. I can say that nobody actually knows what is the reality. Without
realizing that we are frequently affected by the opinions of other people or by
wrong or false information, we often mistakenly believe we are thinking
independently. But it’s very difficult to be independent from others and to avoid
prejudice. The reality is that most humans are ignorant; we are poor, slow
learners. E.B. White, a 20t century American writer said “Prejudice is a great
time saver. You can form opinions without having to get the facts.” Voltaire, who
was a French writer and philosopher in the 18t century, stated that “When we
hear news we should always wait for the sacrament of confirmation.” It is crucial
that you strive to be free from prejudice. Don’t blindly believe what other people
say.

The speed of scientific and technological development is accelerating far beyond
our imagination. I occasionally become desperate, confused, and panicky because
of it. Sometimes I would like to throw my computer out the window. However, if
we lose our interest in science and technology, we soon will not be able to keep
up with progress and we will be left behind. Thus, we should always try to keep
abreast of scientific and technological innovation as best we can.

These days the Japanese government often utilizes the term “Society 5.0” to
describe the world and our life in the near future. Society 5.0 can be defined as “A
human-centered society that balances economic advancement with the



resolution of social problems by a system that highly integrates cyberspace and
physical space.” In that society, it is expected that Al and robots will make our
daily lives easier.

Last month I watched a Japanese science fiction movie which is set in the year
2030. It depicts a world in which Al runs amok and throws people into chaos.
Does it scare you to think of a future controlled and monitored by Al?

To be honest, [ am sometimes afraid that someday human beings may actually be
controlled by Al Al is an excellent Autonomous Learner. It keeps learning
constantly without a break. It collects data efficiently using its own method,
analyzes the data quickly, and then makes forecasts according to its own way of
thinking. Al could foster public opinions that lead to the common good, but

it could also potentially function as a dictator like Hitler or Stalin. If that
happens, human history would become more confused and perhaps end in
catastrophe.

Do you think we human beings can compete with AI? My answer is yes, as long as
we are critical thinkers. In order to do that, [ would advise all of you to

sharpen your sense of empathy and ethics, your creativity and your sense of
humor. By developing the habit of thinking carefully about all things,
distinguishing what is true from what is false, you will become a critical thinker.
Once you become a critical thinker, you will be free from prejudice and you will
not become a slave to Al

[ would like to conclude my remarks by extending my sincerest congratulations
to all of you, the graduating class of 2020. You are now about to take your first
step into the new world. Enjoy your great adventure!

Takahisa Miyauchi
President
Kanda University of International Studies
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