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LISTENING COMPREHENSION

PART 1: CONVERSATIONS

SHORT CONVERSATIONS

Conversation 35

M: Hey, did you finish the history assignment for tomorrow?

W: No, I'm still working on it. It's pretty difficult.

M: Yeah, | am struggling with it too. Maybe we can compare our class notes and help each other out?
W: Sounds good. Let's meet up in the library after lunch.

Question 35. Which one of the statements is correct?
a) The woman has finished the history assignment.
b) The man suggests meeting in the library after lunch.
c¢) The man and the woman will compare their class notes.
d) The woman thinks the history assignment is easy.

Conversation 36

W: Hi, | would like to get a ride to the station. How much would that be?

M: That would be 20 dollars. It will take about 15 minutes, so please put on your seatbelt for your
safety.

W: Thank you. By the way, do you have any recommendations for sightseeing while | am in town?

M: Sure, | sometimes enjoy the walking trails, and | also recommend the nearby tea cafes.

Question 36. Which one of the statements is correct?
a) The man asks the woman for some recommendations.
b) The woman is riding on the train.
c) The man has been on the walking trails before.
d) The woman asks how long the trip will be.

Conversation 37

W: Guess what? | just recently found a hidden waterfall near our town.

M: No way! Where is it? I've lived here my whole life, and | haven’t seen it before.

W: It's hidden away deep in the forest. | accidently found it along a very tiny trail. We should go explore
it together.

M: Absolutely. I'll plan a weekend trip for us, and we can have an adventure.

Question 37. Which one of the statements is correct?
a) The man moved to the town recently.
b) The man found a hidden waterfall.
c¢) The woman went into the forest.
d) The woman walked on a popular trail.
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Conversation 38

M: Hey, have you seen my car keys? | can't find them anywhere.

W: Again? Did you check on the kitchen counter? That's where you usually leave them.
M: | did, but they're not there. Didn’t you use them last?

W: No, | didn’t. Remember you drove to the grocery store this morning?

M: Oh, that’s right. Well, can you help me look for them?

W: Sure.

Question 38. Which one of the statements is correct?
a) The woman knows where the car keys are located.
b) The man was the last person to drive the car.
c¢) The man checked for the keys in the kitchen drawer.
d) The woman will drive the man to the grocery store.

Conversation 39

M: When did you get that suit? That color really looks good on you!

W: Last week. | was thinking about getting a dark brown one instead, but | really like dark grey, so | got
this one.

M: | have a suit that’s the same color. | plan to wear it for my job interview next week.

W: You will? Good luck!

Question 39. Which one of the statements is correct?
a) The woman is buying a suit for the man.
b) The man likes the woman’s dark brown suit.
c) The woman is congratulating the man on his new job.
d) The man thinks the woman looks good in dark grey.

Conversation 40

W: Do you like watching sports? A friend gave me free tickets to watch sumo.
M: | am a huge sumo wrestling fan. | try to go to every Tokyo tournament.
W: These are for the last day. | think they were hard to get.

M: I’'m sure they were. | would love to take them if you don’t mind.

Question 40. Which one of the statements is correct about the woman?
a) She goes to watch sumo wrestling often.
b) She received free sumo wrestling tickets.
c) She had difficulty getting the tickets for sumo.
d) She was given free sumo tickets by the man.
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Conversation 41

M: Hey, do we have any plans on Saturday afternoon?

W: We were going to take the children to the zoo. Remember?

M: Ah, that’s right! Do you mind if we bring Charlotte along?

W: Our neighbor’s daughter? Sure, | guess. Why do you ask?

M: Her mother stopped by and asked if we could watch her that afternoon.

Question 41. Which one of the statements is correct?
a) The man’s neighbor asked for the man’s help on Saturday.
b) The man asked his neighbor to look after his daughter.
c¢) The man and the woman will visit the aquarium this weekend.
d) The woman forgot that she made plans with her children.

Conversation 42

M: Mom! Come here, quick! | think there’s a monster in the closet.

W: What are you talking about? A monster in the closet? Probably not dear...

M: But when | opened it to get my pajamas, | saw glowing eyes staring back at me!

W: I'll go look and see what’s going on...oh! It’s just our cat, Mocha. Nothing to worry about.
M: Aww, Mocha! You scared me! Don’t hide in the closet anymore!

Question 42. Which one of the statements is correct?
a) A catwas hiding in the closet.
b) The woman was looking for her pajamas.
c) There was a strange animal staring at a cat.
d) The woman was trying to hide her cat in the closet.

Conversation 43

M: | didn’t know you were an artist.

W: Oh, you like my painting?

M: | love pandas. Did you get the idea when you visited Ueno Zoo in Tokyo?
W: This isn’t a panda. It’s my pet cat, but | guess she looks like a panda.

Question 43. Which one of the statements is correct about the woman?
a) She bought a painting.
b) She has a pet.
c) She loves pandas.
d) She teaches art classes.



(3e3E] @mEFE (X2 ) 7' 1)

Conversation 44

M: | want to visit Denmark someday.

W: Do you? What for?

M: | heard Denmark is one of the happiest countries in the world, with friendly people and lots of
beautiful small towns.

W: | know what you mean. | saw it on TV the other day, and it looked beautiful and exciting.

Question 44. Which one of the statements is correct?
a) The woman is from Denmark.
b) The man heard Denmark has beautiful towns.
c¢) The woman will visit Denmark soon.
d) The man thinks Danish people are beautiful.

Conversation 45

W: Is this seat taken?

M: No. Go ahead.

W: It’s so crowded here. Are there always this many people in this food court?
M: I’'m not sure. This is my first time eating here too.

Question 45. Which one of the statements is correct?
a) The woman has met the man before.
b) The man works at the food court.
c¢) The woman took the man’s seat.
d) The manis new to the food court.

Conversation 46

W: Wasn’t it your mother’s birthday yesterday?

M: Yes, it was. How did you know?

W: | met your father at a bakery, and he told me.

M: Oh, right. He bought a cake, and | got flowers for her.

Question 46. Which one of the statements is correct?
a) The woman’s birthday was yesterday.
b) The woman met the man at a bakery.
c) The man went to a bakery yesterday.
d) The man bought flowers for his mother.



(3e3E] @mEFE (X2 ) 7' 1)

Conversation 47

M: Okay, that’s all for today. Please read the next two chapters before the next class.

W: Professor Turner, may | talk to you after class? | have a few questions about Chapter 3.

M: Sure, Amy. But could you wait for half an hour? | have an appointment with another student.
W: Yes. | will come to your office at a quarter past three then. Thank you!

Question 47. Which one of the statements is correct?
a) The woman will visit the man’s office at 3:15.
b) The homework is to read the next three chapters.
c¢) The man needs to leave school immediately after class.
d) The man, the woman, and another student will meet together.

Conversation 48

M: Did you finish preparing for your presentation?

W: Almost. But | want to include more information about the modern culture of Vietnam.

M: Lisa may be a good person to talk to. She has some friends in Vietnam and has visited the country
quite a few times. Why don’t you ask her if she can help you?

W: Thanks. | will! I've been reading a lot on the Internet but can’t figure out which information can be
trusted.

Question 48. Which one of the statements is correct?
a) Lisa has been to Vietnam many times.
b) The manis going to ask Lisa to help the woman.
c¢) The woman wants to read more about Vietnam on the Internet.
d) The man and the woman are going to give a presentation together.

Conversation 49

M: Do you have your own computer?

W: No, | don’t. Whenever | need one, | ask my older brother to let me use his. But I'll definitely need
to buy one before university classes start in a month.

M: Do you know which one to buy? If not, | can come with you to give some advice when you go
shopping.

W: That would be great. Thanks!

Question 49. Which one of the statements is correct?
a) The manis telling the woman which computer to buy.
b) The man thinks he can be of some help to the woman.
c) The woman has recently bought her own computer.
d) The woman uses her brother’s computer at university.
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Conversation 50

W: | took a one-day bus trip to Chiba with my friends yesterday for strawberry picking. It was my first
time to pick fresh strawberries. Have you ever tried that?

M: No, I’'m afraid not. What do you do with the fruit you pick?

W: You can eat it there, and if you want, you can also take it home. In fact, many people, including
myself, took it home.

M: It must have smelled really nice inside the bus on your way back, then!

Question 50. Which one of the statements is correct?
a) The man has done strawberry picking before.
b) The woman stayed overnight in Chiba.
c¢) The man was on the bus tour with the woman.
d) The woman brought some strawberries home.

LONG CONVERSATIONS

Long conversation 1

: | heard you went to Kamakura yesterday!

: Yes, it was fantastic. | was with my friends from California.

: What did you like the most about it?

: The best part about the trip was going to see the Great Buddha!

: I've never seen the Great Buddha. | heard it is one of the tallest Buddha statues in Japan.

: Yes, that’s right. Did you know that it was built in the 13th century, and that it took about 10 years
to complete?

: 1 had no idea. That’s amazing!

: I know. My friends couldn’t stop talking about it.
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Question 51. Which one of the statements is correct about the man?
a) Heis visiting his friends in California.
b) He went to Kamakura with the woman.
c) He saw a big statue in Kamakura.
d) His friends did not like the Buddha statue.

Question 52. Which one of the statements is correct about the woman?
a) She went to Kamakura yesterday to see her friends.
b) She didn’t know that the Great Buddha took about 10 years to build.
c) She told the man when the Great Buddha in Kamakura was built.
d) She wanted to know about the man’s trip to California.
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Long Conversation 2

W: Were you in class last week? | was absent with the flu.
M: Yes, | was. We learned a lot about World Heritage Sites. Professor Sato gave us a reading assignment
about them, and we discussed them in class.

W: What did you learn from the reading?

M: Well, did you know that there are over 1,000 World Heritage Sites that can be found in over 160
countries?

: That’s amazing.

: Also, there are 25 World Heritage Sites that can be found in Japan!

: | have never been to any of them. Have you?

: Well, of course I've been to Mount Fuji, the symbol of Japan. | have also been to the National
Museum of Western Art in Tokyo. But other than that, there are many that | have yet to see.

===

Question 53. What is this conversation mainly about?
a) Getting sick with the flu
b) Professor Sato’s trip
c) A classroom assignment
d) Hiking up Mount Fuji

Question 54. Which one of the statements is correct?
a) The man was absent from class last week because he was sick.
b) The woman visited the 25 World Heritage Sites in Japan.
c) The man and the woman have visited Mount Fuji together.
d) The man has been to two World Heritage Sites.
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Long Conversation 3
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: Have you heard from Kenji? It's been six months since he went to study abroad in the United States.
: Yes, | talked to him last week. He’s really enjoying college life in California.

: How is he doing with his studies? Are his classes difficult?

: He said his classes are quite big. He also told me that the courses are interesting, and that his

professors are friendly. However, he struggles with his homework because he has lots of reading
and writing assignments to complete.

: Oh, that sounds stressful.

: Kenji did say that he is lucky to have a cousin who attends the same university.

: At least there is someone there to help him. Does he ever get homesick?

: When he first arrived in California, he did. But now, he says that he feels at home there.

Question 55. What is this conversation mainly about?

a) Going abroad on vacation together

b) Choosing a university to study in California
c¢) Finding a new home in the United States
d) Afriend’s experience of studying abroad

Question 56. Which one of the statements is correct?

a) The man is wondering if Kenji misses home.

b) The woman is enjoying life in California with Keniji.

c) The man has a cousin who attends Kenji’s university.

d) The woman is asking about Kenji’s experience studying abroad.

Long Conversation 4
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57.

58.

: What company do you want to work for?

: After | graduate from university?

: Yes, two years from now.

: 1 want to work for an airline.

: Do you want to work at the airport or on the airplane?

: Actually, | want to work at the airport, but maybe outside of Japan.
: | read that airports in Asia will be the busiest in the world.

: Yes, especially China, but it’s not easy to get a job offer.

What are the speakers mainly talking about?
a) International airports in Asia

b) The best companies

c) How to find good jobs

d) Future career plans

Which one of the statements is correct about the woman?
a) She plans to live in China.

b) She wants to be busier.

c) She is thinking of working overseas.

d) She was offered a good job.
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PART 2: MONOLOGUES

Monologue 1

Crocodiles and alligators are both large reptiles. While they share many similarities, like hunting the
same kinds of animals for food, there are some differences between the two animals.

One of the most obvious differences is their physical appearance. Alligators have wide, rounded noses,
while crocodiles have longer, more pointed ones. Additionally, crocodiles are, on average, longer in
size by about one and a half meters.

Another key difference is their home. Crocodiles tend to live in saltwater environments, while alligators
prefer freshwater environments like rivers or lakes.

There are also some differences in emotional behavior between the two species. Crocodiles are
generally more aggressive, so they are more likely to attack humans if they feel threatened. Alligators,
on the other hand, are much calmer and tend to avoid human contact.

Overall, understanding the differences between alligators and crocodiles can help us better appreciate
and protect these fascinating reptiles.

Question 59. According to the monologue, which one of the statements is correct about alligators and
crocodiles?

a) They eat different kinds of animals.

b) They live in similar environments.

c) They have different nose shapes.

d) They have similar body sizes.

Question 60. According to the monologue, which one of the statements is correct about alligators?
a) They like to avoid contact with humans.
b) They have long, pointed-shaped noses.
c) They are about one and a half meters long.
d) They generally live in saltwater environments.
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Monologue 2

Nothing compares to the joy of coming home to a pet. The love of a pet can do more than keep you
company. Pets may also reduce stress, improve heart health, and even help children with their
emotional and social skills. Scientists are looking at what the potential physical and mental health
benefits are for different animals—from fish to guinea pigs to dogs or cats.

Interacting with animals has been shown to decrease stress. Other studies have found that animals
can reduce loneliness, increase feelings of social support, and boost your mood. Is your goal to increase
physical activity? Then you might benefit from owning a dog. You have to walk a dog several times a
day and you’re going to increase physical activity. If your goal is reducing stress, sometimes watching
fish swim can result in a feeling of calmness. So there’s no one type that fits all.

Question 61. What is the monologue mainly about?
a) Reducing your stress
b) The benefits of pets
c) Children and dogs
d) Safety and animal bites

Question 62. According to the monologue, what kind of activity can make you feel calm?
a) Walking a dog
b) Brushing a cat
c) Looking at fish
d) Playing with a pig

Source
"The Power of Pets” NIH News in Health. February 2018
https://newsinhealth.nih.gov/2018/02/power-pets
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Monologue 3

The role of public libraries in the United States has been changing. Instead of just being places for
books, they have become community centers. For example, a public library in Boston has a place for
serving alcoholic, book-themed drinks. A library in Maryland has a basketball court nearby.

In the state of Delaware, the Lewes Public Library opened its new facility in 2016. The newer and larger
building has permitted the library to hold more events. It has held events like discussions about books
and current news, movie showings, poetry writing workshops, and Spanish-language discussions.

Another new public library in the state of Maryland, Wheaton Library, is attached to a community
recreation center. The director of the library said the combined building has gotten new visitors. For
example, teenagers who use the recreation center’s basketball court step into the library to see what's
going on. Overall, the director believes libraries can be very lively places and should be full of life.

Question 63. What is this monologue mainly about?
a) Recent changes in American public libraries
b) Aninnovative library created by teenagers
c) New libraries in American public schools
d) The decrease of small libraries in the U.S.

Question 64. According to the monologue, which one of the statements is correct about the Lewes
Public Library?

a) Special permission is needed to hold large-scale events there.

b) Workshops for poetry writing are held in its new building.

c) There is a large community recreation center next to it.

d) Many students visit there after school to play basketball.

Source

Dan Novak "Public Libraries Aim to Bring in More Visitors” VOA. September 27, 2022
https://learningenglish.voanews.com/a/public-libraries-aim-to-bring-in-more-
visitors/6764139.html
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